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Margaret Mayce, Chair, NGO Committee for Social Development

Dear Friends,
I would like to begin my remarks this afternoon with the conclusion of my presentation to the Commission as it opens on Wednesday morning:
In the outcome document of the United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda: Transforming Our World – The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, heads of state and governments noted that:

We can be the first generation to succeed in ending poverty, just as we may be the last to have a chance of saving the planet. The world will be a better place if we succeed in our objectives.

We would like to suggest very clearly, Excellencies,  that the world will be a better place not IF you succeed; but rather WHEN you succeed. And there is absolutely no better time than the present for the work to begin.


And I would like to add that there is absolutely no better group to hold governments to their word than us.

Each year, we gather in February to consider the progress, or the lack thereof, in the area of social development  -  in particular regarding poverty eradication; full and decent employment; and social inclusion – which have been the pervue of the Commission for Social Development. And it seems that each year we address these topics as if there were something new, or novel about them; when in fact, as the Secretary General reminds us:


Progress in social development since 1995 has been uneven and the gains made are fragile…Growth has been neither inclusive nor equitable, and rising inequalities are hindering poverty eradication and other social development goals. Social exclusion continues…Unemployment, particularly among youth, is pervasive, with a majority of workers lacking adequate social protection. 


Furthermore, major global trends such as climate change and recurring global economic, food and energy crises demonstrate that achievements in poverty reduction and human development can be quickly weakened or reversed by economic shock, natural disaster, or political turmoil. And it is the least developed countries, particularly those in sub-Saharan Africa, who suffer most acutely.


Do you ever stop to wonder why we gather each year, addressing the same topics in the same way, even though the evidence is all too compelling that progress has been slow and uneven, and the gaps between rich and poor; developed and developing countries, continues to widen at an alarming rate. 


But nonetheless, here we are, at this Civil Society Forum, as the Commission once again will address the priority theme: Rethinking and strengthening social development in the contemporary world. However, the landscape has changed significantly, in that this will be the first Commission to take place following both the adoption of AGENDA 2030 – the Sustainable Development Goals; and the historic Climate Summit in Paris. This being the case, the relevance and the importance of this Commission must not be underestimated. Indeed, its contribution to the discourse on social development and its impact on peoples’ lives is indispensable. And this means that our role, as civil society, assumes a greater urgency and level of commitment in our efforts to move governments to do what needs to be done for the sake of PEOPLE, PLANET AND PROSPERITY.


This past September, Heads of State and Governments pledged their resolve to:

Free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet.

They pledged to take the bold and transformative steps which are needed to shift the world onto a sustainable and resilient path….
And they pledged that no one would be left behind; and that they would reach the furthest behind, first.


The 17 Sustainable Development Goals are to be the means through the human rights of all will be realized, including particular focus on gender equality, and the empowerment of women and girls. This ambitious agenda is integrated and indivisible – balancing the three dimensions of sustainable development – the social, the economic, and the environmental. 

There is no doubt that Agenda 2030 is breath-taking in scope. The inter-linkages and integrated nature of the SDGs are of critical importance. If there ever was a time to vacate the long-standing silo-mentality of United Nations’ processes it is clearly now.


So while the Commission for Social Development has a clear mandate in terms of its follow-up to the 1995 World Social Summit in Copenhagen and its Copenhagen Declaration, and to the themes of poverty eradication; full and decent employment; and social inclusion  -  neither the Commission, nor we as civil society can afford to ignore the inter-linkages between the work of the Commission for Social Development and Agenda 2030 – the Sustainable Development Goals. And if we do ignore them , it will be to our great peril.


Clearly the inter-linkages are many; and I am sure that each one of you would single out particular ones, depending on your own circumstances and country situations. But I would like to highlight two inter-linkages that carry particular gravity for the state of our world and the future of sustainable development, and for people, planet and prosperity; namely, climate change, and empowering women and girls.


In Transforming Our World – The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, governments noted that:

We can be the first generation to succeed in ending poverty, just as we may be the last to have a chance of saving the planet.

This one simple statement describes the enormous moral challenge facing our world today  -  the intimate connection between poverty, inequality and changing global climate patterns. In his address to the General Assembly in September, on the same day Agenda 2030 was adopted, Pope Francis referred to:

broad sectors which are vulnerable, victims of power badly exercised: for example, the natural environment and the vast ranks of the excluded. These sectors are closely interconnected and made increasingly fragile by dominant political and economic relationships. That is why their rights must be forcefully affirmed, by working to protect the environment and by putting an end to exclusion.” 


 Pope Francis did us all a great service by linking human need and the condition of the planet; as well as the SDGs with the then upcoming Paris Climate Summit. Our Secretary General has also been unequivocal in terms of the connection between the progress of peoples and the health of the planet. 

In his report Rethinking and strengthening social development in the contemporary world, he states:

Social and environmental policies can be mutually supportive. While the social dimensions of natural resource depletion, environmental degradation and climate change, as well as the relationship between inequality and environmental sustainability remain unexplored, existing research suggests a correlation between environmental sustainability, the reduction of inequality and peaceful, stable societies.

As the planet goes, so do the planet’s people…….


The second inter-linkage I would like to highlight is that of empowering women and girls.

Given the fact that each year this Commission is followed by the Commission on the Status of Women, there is no time like the present to acknowledge the indispensable link between social development and the empowerment of women and girls. And the fact that the theme for this year’s CSW is the empowerment of women and its link to sustainable development lends an added sense of urgency to our recognition of the connection. 


As with the Millennium Development Goals, we note that the first Sustainable Development Goal calls for an end to poverty in all of its forms – which is one of the primary concerns of the Commission for Social Development. But how can we hope to end poverty if women lack access to credit; to their own land; to participation in the decisions that impact their lives?

SDG #5 addresses gender equality and the need to work for the elimination of all forms of violence against women – and girls. While this goal shows progress, in that gender equality was not addressed in the Millennium Development Goals, the progress will only be words on paper unless the violence against women and girls, which has now reached pandemic proportions, is addressed.. How can social development hope to advance while this situation continues to persist?

It is also important to note that armed conflicts; the global financial and economic crises; the volatility of the prices of food and energy; and climate change – have all intensified gender inequality and the vulnerability of women and girls throughout the world. Gender equality and the realization of the human rights of women and girls are fundamental to securing peace, security and sustainable social development.






To refer once again to Transforming Our World – The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development:


The achievement of full human potential and of sustainable development is not possible if one half of humanity continues to be denied its full human rights and opportunities. Women and girls must enjoy equal access to quality education, economic resources and political participation, as well as equal opportunities with men and boys for employment, leadership and decision-making at all levels.
The systemic mainstreaming of a gender perspective in the implementation of the Agenda is crucial.

Can the inter-linkages between social development, the work of this Commission for Social Development, and women and girls be any clearer?

As long as gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls is at risk, so too is the social development and the progress of peoples.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Civil society believes that the Commission for Social Development is an indispensable mechanism for addressing the pressing social challenges that lie ahead. While maintaining its commitment to the follow-up to the 1995 World Social Summit and its Copenhagen Declaration, the Commission now has the added responsibility to make sure that people will be primary in the implementation of Agenda 2030 – the Sustainable Development Goals.

Indeed, the world will be a better place when the Commission succeeds in its objectives  -  there is absolutely no better time than now to begin, and there is absolutely no better group to hold governments to their word than us.











